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SOME ACCOUNT, &c. 


1 Thought it neceſſary to give a particular ac- 
count of myſelf; and this I do, not to ſatisfy 
the curious part of mankind but to ftir up all 
men to repent, and believe in Jeſus Chriſt; to 
ſhew that J readily own the juſtice of the ſentence 
palled upon me, and above all, to magnify the 
wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy of almighty God, who 
has made a notorious offender a public example 
to the world, and at the fame tune a happy monu- 
ment of his amazing love and frce grace to the. 
worſt of funners, 9 
2. Whatever other names I have at any other 
times taken upon myſelf, my real name 1s Nicholas 
Mooney. My father, John Mooney, who kept a 
large dairy farm, and was beſides a maſter garde- 
ner, lived in good credit at Regar, near Refarman, 
within two miles of Dublin, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, where 1 was born, July 10, 1721. My 
father was of the Roman Catholick Profe ſſion; 
and in the principles of that church I was 
brought up; but I knew nothing of experimental 
keligion, nor conſidered, that chriſtianity implied 
ſomething more than being born within the pale 
of the church, embracing a ſet of notions, and per- 
Forming a few external duties, | 
3. Ihved at home with my Father, till I was 
about fifteen years of age; in the mean time 1 
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C43 
was put to ſchool, and had the benefit of a tolc- 
rable education. About ſixteen I was put appren- 
tice to one Andrew Muckleworth, a paper maker 
at Glaſſneven, one mile from Dublin. While ! 
was here, I ſometimes went to church ; for I had 
taken a diſlike to the Roman-cathohc profeſſion, 
and now, glory be to God, I have utterly renounc- 
ed it, and hope to die a living member of that part 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, called The Church of 
EncLanDd. Once at church I felt the motions 
of God's Spirit upon my ſoul ; but they ſoon va- 


niſhed away, and I ſtill continued dead in the midſt 
of life. After I had ſerved near a year of my time, 
a quarrel happened between me and one William 
Reney, a journeyman that worked for my maſter, 


whom I almoſt killed by giving him a violent 
blow on the head with a ſtone. This brought 
upon me the diſlike of my maſter and miſtreſs, 
which 1 was impatient to bear: whereupon | 
gee up my clothes, together with a _prayer- 
ook that belonged to my maſter's daughter; 
the whole duty of man, and a pair of ſtockings 


that were my maſter's, and ran away by night 


to Drogheda, about twenty miles off; where 


I was known and entertained by an acquaintance 


of my father's.” This inconfiderate action paved 
the way for all the after extravagancies of my 
life. | | 

4. The fear of being apprehended by my maſter, 


fore ſold my working clothes, and the books I 
had purloined, and then embarked for Liverpool 
in Lancaſhire. After we were put to'ſea, a violent 
ſtorm aroſe, which detained us at ſea ſome days, 
expecting every moment to be caſt away. The 
ſhip was ſtripped of her maſts and rigging, and 


all were carried off, The ſwelling of the ſea was 


ſo great, the ſailors were obliged to tie themſelves 


with ropes to the ſhip, to prevent their being 


waſhed overboard. Being driven near the Iſle 


4 


prevented my ſtaying long at Drogheda: I there- 4 
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of Man, there was the utmoſt danger of being loſt 
off Douglas-bay. One ſignal inſtance of prov: 
gence, though it does not concern me, I will 
telate.—A boy who came with ſome liquor to 
give the ſailors to refreſh them, was waſhed over- 
3 and afterwards thrown on board again. 
On the fifth day, the tempeſt abated :—We then 
took in a pilot from Douglas, who carried us late 
in our ſhattered veſſel into that harbour, Thus 
by the good providence of God, we eſcaped: but 
at the ſame time, another ſhip was loſt, and all 
the crew with ten or twelve paſſengers periſhed. 


fins 'Oh! what reaſon have I to bleſs God; for 
4 z 


had I then fell a victim to the raging ſea, my ſins 
had ſunk me lower than the bottom of the great 
deep. 
35. Not being ready to go with the ſhip, it 
Jailed without me, and I was left in Douglas, 
where I ſtayed three weeks, and then embarked 
in another ſhip, and had a fair paſſage to. Liver- 
pool. From thence I proceeded to London, and 
worked in Kent-ſtreet-road as a gardener ;:(hav- 


ing learned ſomething of that buſincſs of my 


Father.) Being of an unſettled diſpoſition 1 
did not continue long in this tituation : And as, 


about this time the Spaniſh war commenced, E 
went and offered to ſhip. myſelf on board a man: 


of war, but the officer refuſed to enter me, be- 
ing a land-man ; however, they impreſſed me, 


put me on board the tender, and ſent me round 
to Spithead, where I was put on board the Peart 
man of war, of 40 guns, and entered by the name 
of Nicolas Davis. 
name was, to prevent a diſcovery, if any thing: 
extraordinary ſhould. happen to me. 
Pearl I was turned over to. the Burford, a 60, 
gun ſhip ; and from. thence to the Elizabeth of 
60 


My reaſon for altering my 


From the 


guns; from whence I ſoon after got my 


# diſcharge. I then determined to return to Ire- 
land, and accordingly ſet out for Liverpool, and. 
= thence let ſail for Dublin, 
bh A 3 
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6. When I came to Dublin, I bought myſel! A1 
{ome clothes, and being genteely apparelled, wen: % 
home to my parents. My father, that I might be h. 
under no apprehenſions from my maſter, bought 2 
out the remainder of my apprenticeſhip, I then 


went and wrought as a journeyman paper-maker mi 
about half a year; after which I removed to av 
Tallow about four miles from Dublin, where I ava 
worked with the Archbiſhop of Dublin's gar- W. 


dener, who kept a public-houſe, After a ſhort 
ſtay here, I returned to Dublin, where I Was 
enliſted by Col. Brigard into Nevil's regiment A 
called the Greens. As I belonged to Major Por- 
tow's troops which then lay at Maryſburgh in 

County, I was obliged to go thither, 
There I married a wife of the Roman Catholick 


Queen's 


perſuaſion, and was diſcharged for ſo doing. 1 
then enliſted myſelf again into Lord Tyrawley's 


regiment ; but the news having reached my ofh- | 


cer's ear that I had married a Roman Catholic, 


I was diſcharged a ſecond time. Upon this, 
with my wife I went to Dublin, whither my 


father was then removed, and lived ſome time 


with him, My wife proving falſe to my bed, 


and having contracted a bad diſtemper, I deter- 
mined to cohabit with her no longer. I then 
hired myſelf as a covenant ſervant to Mr. 
Simpſon, who kept a large ſugar-houſe in 
Cole's lane, Dublin, as his gardener, and ſome- 
times worked in the ſugar-houſe. Here it was 
that I firſt got an inſight into the art of ſugar- 
baking. After a ſtay of about three quarters of a 
year here, I was diſcharged from my ſervice for 
ſtaying out all night at a houſe of ill fame,—A 
gentle ſtroke from the hand of God, which might 
have been a ſufficient warning. | 


7. Being difcharged from Mr. Simpſon's I 


worked at another ſugar-houſe in Dublin a 


little while, but neither here could I be content; 
hurried on by the reſtleſſneſs of my ſpirit, I we 
liſte 
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F 43 * 
Aiſted into Gen. Ligonier's regiment of horſe by 
the name of Nicolas Moon, When the recruits 
had orders to embark for England, in order to 
procced for Flanders, my father, ſolicitous for 


my welfare, came to me and made me many pro- 
miſes if 1 would not go. His tears and inticaties 


would have moved any heart but mine; but I 


was ſtecled againſt all he could ſay; though 
within theſe few days I have felt every endearing 
avord, every kind tear, and tender parting look, 
as ſo many daggers to my foul, —However o 
Intent was I upon going, that 1 Would not even 
Kay to drink with him, but left him, my mother, 
acquaintance, country, took ſhip, and landed at 
Bt Gate near Cheiter, and from thence pro— 
geeded to Gravciend, | 

8. At Graveſend I again took ſhip, diſembark- 
& at Oſtend in Flanders, and repaired to the 
'Eamp at Berlingham. From hence a party of 
us being ordered to Bruges, we were intercepted 
in our march by a party of the French, who lay 
in ambuſh in a neighbouring wood, where they 
Had planted ſome pieces of cannon in order to cut 
us off. Yet being eſcorted by a party from the 
camp at Berlingham, we got late back thither, 
The lying in camp did not agree with me; ſo after 
J had continued here about half a year, I reſolved 
upon a ſtratagem to get myſelf diſcharged, which 
Was pretending deafneſs, and it ſucceeded ac- 
gording to my wiſh: 1 was diſcharged as unfit 

for the ſervice, received the King's bounty-money 
Which was 218. and a pals to return to England, 
Hut I went to Holland and bought tea, and began 
to follow the unlawful practice of ſmuggling, here- 
"by defrauding the king of his duty, and injuring 
the fair trader. 58 
9. After ſome time I took to work again, and 
Wrought at Mr. Nelſon's a ſugar-baker near 
hames-ſtreet, London. I had been here but 
mort time, before I was diſcharged on eser 
* OT 0 
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of a criminal intrigue with a ſervant maid in the 
family; but I ſoon after got a place at Mr. Mrtu 
Shoemaker's a ſugar-baker in Lemon-ſtreet, where Har. 
I continued ſome time. From thence I went to rh 
Mr. Cooper's in Old Fiſh-ſtreet, where I made d 
love to my maſter's ſiſter, which coming to his 
ear, he diſcharged me from his ſervice, before 
I had been there quite a year, My mind was 
then bent upon roving again, and I went and : 
inliſted into Capt. Cunningham's company, in 8 
the train of Artillery at Greenwich, by the name # 
of Nich. Moon. From thence I went for Scot- 
land, this being the time the Rebellion broke out 
there; but afterwards J joined the Rebel party, "8 
which I at firſt went out to oppoſe. The occation 
was this: a waggon that carried the luggage break 
ing down near Hexham, I ſtole from thence 4 
little bundle of the officer's linen. Being diſco- 
vered I was ſecured, and a guard put over me 
but finding means to make my eſcape, and know- Wl 
ing no any of ſafety, 1 was eaſily induced to join 
the Rebels at Carlifle, taking upon me the name 
of John Jones. How eafily does a rafh head, and % 
a corrupt conſcience, ſpurred on by ill counſel, 
make a Rebel !-—-The Rebels having made them- Et; 
ſelves maſters of Carliſle, left J. Hamilton gover- K. 

nor there, with about goo men. I took horſe * 5 
and leaving Carliſle, went with about go Rebels C 
more, to Penrith ; and in order to ſtrike a terror ie 
into the people, and force them to admit us, we into 
pretended we had 2000 more of our party at hand. Juin 
This fetch however had no effect upon the townſ- 
men; for, not believing us, they attempted to 
apprehend us; whereupon we fled with a guide to 
Lord Lonſdale's of Lowther-hall, which was Font 
about four miles off. We had not been here 
much above two hours before Lord Lonſdale's 
ſervant raiſed the inhabitants of Penrith upon us, Fut 
who came and ſurrounded the houſe. Here I Pur 
was appointed commander over a guard of ten om 
5 8 men, 


en. 
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4 [$31 
the gen, under Charly Boyd, ſo called, fon to the un- 
Mr. Irtunate Earl of Kilmarnock. I turned out the 
here ard, who were received by the Pendrith men 
t do ich a ſmart fire. Some of them were Killed, 


d I myſelf was wounded in the face with {mal 
Mot, the marks whereof are {till viſble,-—O ! 
the riches of the goodneſs of God, who did not 
offer me to fall here, in rebellion againit my 
King, and conſequently againſt my God, tee- 
ige powers that be, are ordained of God. 

10. Having made my eſcape over a wall, I 
It out for Leek, in Staffordſhire, where the 


out Fretender then was. I was taken up ſeveral 
rt, "Wmes in my way by the King's men, but upon 
hon gtamination I always denied my being of the 
dak. Abel party, and pretended that they had woun- 
0b. me, and taken my horſe from me, and that 


Ander at Leek, inſtead of being preferred, as 
had no letters of recommendation, I was ſe- 
Zgured as a ſpy ; for I was known by ſome there to 
ve been in the Engliſh army. From Leek I 


Council of war was held and it was reſolved to 
em- fetire to Lord Lonſdale's. Here we had another 
e Firmitſh, and took the Duke of Cumberland's 
Junning footman priſoner. From thence we went 
% Carliſle, I being ſtill a priſoner, where I was 


101 Fleaſed at the inſtance of Hamilton, and received 
oy into favour ; and the Pretender ordered me ten 
nd, 


—guineas, All this while I palled for a Yorkſhire- 
n- "Man, 

: 11. The Pretender was now ready to march for 
eto ßcotland; and I being atked whether I -would 


Fontinue with my countrymen at Carliſle, or ga 
ere eith him? I choſe the latter. Accordingly 1 
dent to Dumfries, and in my way took a harſe 
us put of a field to ride on: From thence we bent 
pur courſe towards Hamilton, I then went in 


6 ompany with Capt. Maclaughlan and plundred 


vas going after it. When I came to the Pre- 


as taken with the rebels to Derby, where a 


4 houſe. 


( 10 ) 


a houſe, Among other things we carried from | 
thence a white horſe and ſome fire-arms, and | 
marched on to Glaſgow. Here I entered into 
Lord Balmerino's troop of Life-guards, and 
bought myſelf a uniform, From Glaſgow we | 
marched to Aberdeen, where I went to a cler- | 
gyman's houſe, on the other ſide of the water, 


he being deem'd a diſaffetted perſon, and took a 


horſe from him, and afterwards went to Bamff, 
where I took a ſervant to wait on me, mounted 
him on the clergyman's horſe, and proceeded for 


Inverneſs. When I came there, Lord Balmerino 


put me priſoner, for having ſtaid behind my par- 


ty. Being releaſed, I went into Col. J. Roy- 
Stuart's regiment, where I ſerved as a cadet, Ho- 
nour and preferment was the ſum of all my wiſhes : 
At length I obtained what I ſo earneſtly ſought ; 
for, having enliſted ſome men for the Pretender's 
ſervice, I was appointed captain over them. I 


might obſerve here, that we had no commiſſion 


for our offices, but held them only by bare nomi- 
nations; and that a captain's pay was no more 

than 2s 6d per day.--Poor pay for ſuch bad 
work! 

12. Being thus preferr'd, I went with Major 
Glaſgow to Keith, having about a hundred men 
under our command, to defeat the Campbell's 
elan and the Duke of Kingſton's light horſe, 
The guard-houſe here was the church, It was 
about twelve o'clock at night when we arrived, 
the moon ſhining very bright, We advanced 
and ſurprized the guards, who prepared for de- 
fence, but we overpowered them after a ſhort 
ſkirmiſh, One diſhonourable action as well as 

cruelty in me, I will not omit : Having fired at 
one man and miſſed him, he held up his hand for 
quarter, but I ſhould nevertheleſs have taken his 
head from his body, had not an officer prevented 
me, Here were ſome killed and wounded on 
both fides ; all the reſt we took priſoners, Then 
taking 
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taking one of the Duke of Kingſton's horſes out 
pf the ſtable, I rode thereon, and conducted the 
Priſoners to our general rendezvous at Spey-ſide 
Frhere we had made ſome barracks of deal- 


poards. 


1g. Being purſued by the Engliſh army, we 
d Zvecre obliged to leave Spey-ſide, and fled to In- 
e verneſs, near which place, on the 16th of April, 
r. $746, happened the deciſive battle at Culloden- 
r, pnoor: In this battle I was a captain in the front- 
line of Col. John Roy-Stuart's regiment of Scots. 
„ Let me not here forget the ſignal hand of provi- 
q dence over me, when my life was in ſuch immi- 
Tr nent danger. In the heat of the engagement many 
O were cut off on every fide, and an officer who 
r- ſtood next me on my left hand had his leg ſhot 
off: And when I was obliged to take to flight, 


Zſceing at a diſtance two officers, whom 1 imagin- 
© ed to be Frenchmen belonging to Fitz-James's 


5 horſe, I went up to them, and found it to be an 
3 5d = 5 . 
f ZEngliſh officer, had taken one of Fitz-James's 


Zofficers priſoner. The Engliſh officer having a 
bplunderbuſs in his hand, immediately demanded 
my arms, which I ſurrendered, being a Highland 
broad ſword and a piſtol. My fufil 1 had thrown 
away in my flight. I then took to my heels, 
being determined to die in flight rather than be 
or taken priſoner. He called to me to ſurrender, 

and told me he would uſe me like a gentleman ; 


but I held on my courſe ; whereupon he ſnapped 
S. his blunderbuls at me, but mitſed me and I made 
as [my eſcape to Invernels. 

d, | 14. From Inverneſs I made on to Fort-Wilham, 
d and throwing off my plaid, I diſguiſed myſelf in 
& Fa mean habit, and proceeded towards England. 
rt In my way I met a drover, who was driving 
- cattle to London : 1 joined mylelf to him 8 
a 


[complaining that I was a poor man, he took me 
2F Ito help him to drive his cattle, which I did as 
far as Carliſle, Being recommended here by the 

drover 


7 


drover to Juſtice Gilpin, I then went off 1 
York-road, about fourteen miles from YorlMn 
where I perſonated a Doctor, and tcok up win 
quarters at a noted inn: But on account of nin 
drefs, I was ſuſpected for a counterfeit, and Ne 
therefore, notwithſtanding the character I haha 
allumed; and all I could ſay to excuſe my habiF 
taken priſoner, and confined in an emty houFar 
alone: uhh in the night, by means of an iron pilhnc 
I found in the wall, I pulled up the floor und®hef 
the door, and got me out; and with many weaitþre 
ſteps, and thro' many difficulties, eſcaped ſafe el 
London. | 5 4 he 
15. As ſoon as I came to London, I went ln 
Newgate, to {ce Capt, Hamilton, who was noWacr 
a priſoner there. From him J received inſtruſſo 
tions to go to Hague, in order to get to Franqpaſt 
Leaving London, ] went and took ſhip for Hagu# er 
but when I got there, notwithſtanding my it t 
ſtructions, and a note I had received from Cap 11 
Hamilton, I could obtain no paſs; whereforePari 
ſet out for France without it, and got ſafe as 
Paris, Here I met with certain of the reb@hre 
officers, one of whom gave me a ſuit of lacwghe : 
clothes, and I had between two and three hundrdhe t 
livers paid me out of the bank, I was thawiſe 
introduced to the Duke of Perth, who promiſ@efu 
me that I ſhould be a firſt lieutenant of the grenFhe: 
diers, and according to cuſtom complimented nferm 
as they term it, with a laced hat. With hiſette 
I went to St. Omers, where his regiment laÞret, 
He told me there were ſeveral gentlemen ehe 
pected foon from Scotland, and when they ne 
rived we ſhould receive our commiſſions all ron 
ether, and till then I was to ſerve as a cad@ine 
While J was waiting here, it happened thathourt 
was playing at billiards with Capt. Mackenziqp M 
Both of us were drunk; a quarrel enſued uke 
tween us; whereupon he drew his Highlaſfave 
iword, and gave me therewith a terrible wouWf rec 
que 
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orlhhin my head, the mark whereof I bear to this day; 
p ingiving me a ſecond blow, he cut off the fourth 
f n\Winger of my left-hand, which fell to the ground. 
| wNetwithſtanding this provocation, and my. own 
| haMmatural undaunted and furious temper, I had not 
1abiSpÞower now even to draw my ſword. How ſoon 
houf&tan God ſtrip a man of all his boaſted courage, 
n pipnd make the man that would dare Goliah fall 
znd#þefore a ſtripling! A French officer interpoſing, 
veaifprevented any further miſchief. For this quar- 
afe rel we were both diſgraced ; and I was carried to 

. he hoſpital to be cured of my wounds. In my 
ent Mllneſs here, a prieſt came to me to adminiſter the 

s noffacrament, which he did. When he urged me 
ftruRo confeſſion, I made ſo little diſcovery of my 
rancſpaſt life to him, that no doubt he took me for a 
laguFery good Chriſtian, (God be merciful to me!) 
ny iat the ſame time I was the chief of ſinners, 

Cap 16. Being recovered of iy wounds, I went to 
fore Paris again, where the Pretender then was, and 
afe vas ordered more money, which was paid me at 

reb@hrec payments. I beheve, what I received in 
lache whole amounted to eight or ten, or it might 
zndrd$e twelve hundred livers. He offered me like- 
s thahviſe a licutenancy in Ogilvy's regiment, but L 
omiſFefuled it, having been adviſed to go to Spain, 
grerhrhere there lay open a ſure way to greater pre- 
ted nfferment. Accordingly I ſet out for Spain, with 
th hilgtters of recommendation in my pocket from the 
nt laÞPretender's Brother Henry, whom they called 
en ehe Duke of York, to Col. Macdonald, with 
1cy ne Mr. Cronyn, a relation to Major Gen. 
s all (Mronyn in Barcelona, and an old companion of 
a cad@ine, whom I recommended to the Pretender's 
\ thatYourt at Paris. In our way to Spain we went 
genziqp Montpelier, where we called on the young 
ued Duke of Berwick and Lieut, Gen. Wall, who 
ighlaave us ſeven quadruples, and alſo further letters 
wouff recommendation to Col. Macdonald, with a 
2queit that he would re us both, as ſoon as 


poſſihle, 


(14) 


poſſible, We then ſet out for Barcelona, where 
the Colonel's regiment lay. At our arrival here, 6* 
the Col. received us kindly, and we ſerved as 
Cadets under him, and kept, what the world 4 
calls, the beſt company in hi place. 3 
17. Who would truſt a wicked companion ? Z 
He is ever treacherous, and when it will lerve vi 
his own purpoſe, is ready to give up the credit, t he 
yea, even the life of his friend. The Grace of * 
God alone is the laſting cement of faithful hearts. 4 
I had here the promiſe of the firſt preferment, e 
This highly diſplealed my companion; and in 3 
order to make his way over my head, he malici- | VEL 
ouſly accuſed me of ſtealing the officer” s linen at u 
Hexham in England; and J as revengefully and | fa 
falſly accuſed him again of endeavouring to per- W 
ſuade me to rob on the highway : ſo we were both th 
believed, and both diſgraced, leſt in a ſtrange | | ME 
country to ſhift for ourſelves. 
18. You will eaſily imagine that all this While 2 | th 
I gave up myſelf to all thoſe vices, for which the 8! 
ſoldiery in general are fo notoriouſly infamous. n 
But notwithſtanding the impious life I led, the N. 
Spirit of God had not quite forſaken me. Though 4. 
I had grieved him times without number, he did 
not utterly depart from me, but oftentimes ſtrove m 
with me. My conſcience was rouzed with the 4c 
alarming voice of God, and I heard the accuſer hs 
in my own breaſt. This ſometimes made me 
think of breaking off my evil courſe of life, and . 
I would ſet about a reformation. Divers times fa 
did I in a formal manner repent and fin, and re. © 
pent, and fin again : And when I have happened z 
in company where religious people have been 4] 
diſcourſing, 1 have made vows and reſolutions ois 7? 
a new life, and afterwards wrote them down in} * 
a book that 1 might not forget them. But alas! Wo 
what are man's beſt reſolutions when he doe L 
not look to God for his gracious aſſiſtance 'Y 
After all this I grew worſe and worſe, and drank d 
in 


5 | \ 15 | 

5 „ "Y 5 0 . . 3 
ere in iniquity like water, ruſhing headiong down 
the broad way to deſtruétion, 'till I had ſo far 
grieved the Spirit of God as to cauſe him to 


7 depart from me. Oh! what mercy was it that 
ever he vouchſafed to give me another call! Oh 
5 5 let every ſoul beware how they quench the con- 
victions of God's Spirit in their own breaſt ! God 
Z hath» ſaid, -My Shirt fhatl not always flrive with 
man. Here that word, and be warned, | 

” 19, Upon my diſgrace I went to Sallo, and 
7 embarked in a Dutch ſhip bound for England, 
and was impreſſed by the Grand Turk, a 20 gun 
hip, and carried into Plymouth-ſound,. It being. 
Z underſtood that I had fome {kill in military af- 
fairs, I had the office of Maſter of arms, which I 
Was glad enough of, not merely for the ſake of 
the office, but becauſe I thought it would give me 
Z . an opportunity of getting away the eafier. Going 
Z aſhore at Plymouth, in order to take up ſome men 
that had run away, I ran away myſelf; and was 
glad I could ſo make my eſcape, without receiy- 
8. ing any pay. I then purſued my way to Exeter, 
where I got acquainted with a ſhopkeeper's 
daughter, to whom I pretended love, and having 
ingratiated myſelf into her favour, I borrowed 
money of her, and ſet out in order to go to Lon- 
don. But firſt I ſwore I would return and 
marry her. 

20. In my way to London, I met with a ho- 
neſt, virtuous young woman, whoſe father was a 
farmer of good circumitances in Wiltſhire. I 
7 caſtmyvulture's eye upon her, as a deſtined prey. 
ned) I attired myſelf in a gay manner, and, in the 
deen appearance of a gentleman, paid my addreſſes to 
s 07} her, making her believe I was a man of fortune, 
n in and by this and other deviliſh artifices I gained 
las! her conſent to be married, We went together to 
doe London, where I took her to the Fleet and 
ace! married her. I had one child by her, which 
tank dying unbaptized though I was ſuch an abandoned 

- B. 2 wretch, 


1 


60169 
wretch, gave me no little concern. How cauti- n 
ous ought every young woman to be, what com- ne 
Piny ſhe goes into, eſpecially with whom ſhe Tye 
contratts a familiarity! What calamities have %, 
young people brought upon their friends, what hie 
miſery and diſtreſs upon themſelves, by giving 
too eaſy credit to appearances ! 1 
21. After I had ſpent what money I had with 1 
this wife, I applied myſelf to work at gardening . 
again: but my income not being ſufficient to ſup- 4 
port my extravagancies, I took to coining half 
crowns and ſhillings in moulds of my own &; 
making. I had not followed this practice long 
before I was over-heard by ſome in the houſe as . 
I was at work, who ſuſpected what I was doing, & 
and threatened to inform againſt me, whereupon X 
I threw away my moulds and left off coining. 


me 
But my leaving off one vice was but to make pet 
way for another. 1 WW :: 
22. J now reſolved to take to the high-way ; me 
accordingly I equipped myſelf with a brace of er 
piſtols, and ſet out. The firſt I robbed was a i 
gentleman going to Deptford. Then I robbed a the 
man and his wue at Hyde-Park corner: The ne. 


woman's pocket I ſnatched from her fide. After 
this I got me two accomplices, and we committed | 
a great many robberies in and about London, Sth 
Among the many others, we ſet upon a gentle- | 
man belonging to the Play-houſe, near a Watch- 
houſe in London, One kept the watchman in uff 
the houſe, while the other two committed the 
robbery. The gentleman had his ſword drawn He 
in his hand, with which he ſtabbed me in the 
fide : however I got his ſword from him, and &þ 
made off with it. Soon after I was taken up for 
this robbery and carried before a magiſtrate, who 
committed me to Clerkenwell Bridewell. As 
ſoon as I was apprehended I ſent word to my 
accomplices to make their eſcape; and as ſoon 
as I found they had e in order to get 

OT OY | Ee myſelt 


ö hink of Death and a future State! 
Jof Go was never in my heart, tho” it often 
N ame out of my mouth in blaſphemy. And ſo. 
Far was I from making any preparation for ano- 
that I kept inning on, as if I had: 


zmeſs to her, 
was reſpited ſeveral times. 
b F jelding' s brother came to me a few days before 


1 had impeached were guilty ? 


Jof Sir 
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over made information 


Loylelt off, I ſent word that I would impeach my 
| ID which I. accordingly did, and more- 
againſt three innocent- 
nen, two of whom were there-upon appre- 
I tended and committed; one to Newgate, and the 
ther to Clerkenwell Brice well: 
no other evidence appearing againſt them but me, 


but afterwards, 


1 were diſcharged. At the next Seſſions of 
he. Old-Bailey I was tried and condemned to 
lie by my right name of Nicholas Mooney. But 
oh! the bardneſs of my heart! how little did I 


ther life, 


The name 


cant to pull down damnation on my Own head, 


Wbefore the day of vengeance. was come. 


23. My.carelelineis at this time was in a great. 


Feprieve: 


Imealure owing to the expectation I had of a 
Of this I ſcemed almoſt conkdent, my 


Wet ie. who ſhewed herlelf a true friend to me in- 


alluring me, 


| he time of ne ceſſity, notwi ithſtanding my bale- 
that I ſhould not dis. 
At laſt juſtice 


the day of execution, and defired me to tell him 
Ko goriuoully and truly, whether thoſe three men 


confidently: 


firmed they were; tho' I knew it to be falſe. 


© piay God make them amends for the wrong 


— - 


did them, I cannot. After this Mr. F. 


8 
became my friend, and thro' his and the favour 


3-4 


—r, a parton was procured for 


e; though before I had my reprieve, the drums 
vere beating, and the guards and. cart at the 


gdoor, to have me to execution; 
being told me, gave me no concern at all: 


Which news: 


Not 


hen becauſe 1 knew that death to me would be 


ne e pallage to S life of endleis happitie,, 


5 


but 


[08 


but becaufe of the ſtupidity of my conſcience 
and the dependence I had upon the intereſt 
my friends. But neither did the goodneſs of 
God to me ſtop here, for with my life I had mi vill 
liberty granted to me immediately, by means ꝙ tha 
two worthy gentlemen, who gave each gol. bai wa 
for my appearance at the next Seſſions.—Ungrateſ my 
ful wretch I, who made ſo bad a uſe of ſo greif Jac 
favours. | | L 
24. When 1 had gotten my liberty, I wait an 
on Gen. L r, to return him thanks fol it 
his favour, who gave me a guinea, I then took of 
to work again at gardening, and had a very good in 
place: but it happened, after I had been ther 
fome time, that being drinking in a public Sc 
houſe with my maſter's brother, a quarrel brok Ie! 
out in the company between another man- and m I 
and I, as concerned ia the riot, was fent to ti di 
New-Goal, Southwark. From hence I wal ie 
carried to Guildford-goal, and after ſome tim b) 
releaſect. Gy ; 5 
During the time I was under confinement af 
Guildford, I contracted an acquaintance with tw n 
poor creatures, like myſelf: With thefe FE agreed ꝗ 


that if we were acquitted, we would all take td h 
the highway together; and we did not fail of ou it 
word, many. were the robberies we committed i t. 
and about London. T was at lak wounded i E 


attempting to rob a gentleman-near the Half-way 
houle going: to Kenſington. One of: my. accom It 
plices was taken and afterwards hanged. Upon hit < 
impeachment (oh! what a rope of ſand is th h 
confederacy of the wicked!) my other companior t 
and I were forced to fly. I bent my courſe i t 
the Weſt, having firſt bought me a. very lon C 
"knife, either-to defend myſelf, or rob withal, and 1 
ot to Saliſbury, diſguiſed in a failor's habit \ 
here I became acquainted. with one who waſ ? 
formerly a carpenter in the French ſer vice 
With him 1 ſet out for Exeter, and. on the road 
| aſked 
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Band would not conſent. 


my examination I ſwore, that my name was 
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Haſked him to rob a gentleman, but he was afraid, 


| When we came to 
Exeter, he made information againſt me for ad- 


viſing him to rob, and moreover took an oath, 
that I was an outlawed ſmuggler ; whereupon 1 


was apprehended and committed to priſon, On 
Jackſon, and that I was born at Preſcot in Lan- 
This is the only time that I ever got 
any advantage by changing my name; but now 
it ſtood me in ſtead, for by this means I got clear 
of outlawry, and was alſo acquitted of the other 
indictment and ſet at liberty. | 
25. Being diſcharged, I went to Taunton in 
Somerſetſ{hire, and got work at gardening, and at 
leiſure times painted pittures, and fold them ; for 
1 had made ſome proſiciency in painting and 
drawing patterns for needie-work, Here ] aſſif- 
ted in making a new garden for a gentleman, and. 
by this means got acquainted with ſeveral noted 
gentlemen's gardeners, and by one of them was 
recommended to Eſquire P——rs of Fairfield, 
near Stoke-guiley, where I lived about three 
quarters of a year. My outward demeanour 
here was ſuch as gained me reſpe&t, and none 
ſuſpected what my former life had been, yet all 


| the while my heart was going after its luſts. 


During my ſtay here, I, contratted an intimacy 


with ua virtuous young woman that was my fel- 
| low-ſervant-:. and (let me here aſk pardon of 


God and her which I do from the ground of my 
heart) I enſnared her affections, and debauched 
her. After I had lived in fin with her ſome 
time, I began to fear, leſt ſhe ſhould prove with 
child, and be brought to diſgrace 4 I therefore 
reſolved: to have no more criminal converſation 
with her; and that I might be afraid to break 
my refolution, I went the Sunday following to 
church, and took the Sacrament upon it. Thus, 
as my day of life was near at an end, the day of 
God's grace began to dawn. | | 


26, How 


G9) 


26. How weak are the reſolves of feeble man, 
without the ſtrength of God! My paſſion ſoon 
grew too ſtrong for my reaſon and reſolution. I 
relapſed, and it happened according to my fears; 
the poor, ruined. creature proved with child. 


When I found this, I prepareda potion, and gave 
her in order to deſtroy the fruit of her womb, | 


Had I not crimes enough already itanding on re- 


cord againſt me, but to the reſt muſt I add this act i 


of murder allo ! For a murderer J was intentzonally, 
though my horrid expedient did not ſucceed. 

27. When J found this poor creature {till ad- 
vancing in her pregnancy, I reſolved to leave my 


place, I communicated to her my intention of 


going away, and, to make her eaſy, ſwore I would 
return and marry. her. I had lately received half 
a year's wages, and with that I ſet out for Briſtol, 
and got work there at Meſſ. Hillhouſe and Ste- 
vens's ſugar-houle, where I wrought for ſome 
time, and was well-beloved, though I ſo ill de- 
ſerved it. Here it was I became acquainted with 
my unhappy companion and fellow-tufferer, John 
Jones. It happened that Jones fell into company 
with one that was a noted Boxer, who challenged 
him to box him, which challenge Jones accepted, 
He afterwards came and acquainted me with the 
affair, and defired me to ſecond him. 1: refuſe, 
faying, I didnot like fighting upon a ſtage, it ex- 
poſed a man fo much : But (added J) if vou 
want money, go upon the highway.” He urged, 
that we had no piſtols. I told him, I ould rob 
any man with a ſtick, and bid him not fear, ſay- 


ing, I am a ftout man, and fo are you : Who can. 


take us? We ſhall ſoon fill our pockets, and then 
we may buy piſtols and horſes too. Briſtol is 
much better than London for robbing, and, as it 
is the fair-time, I don't queſtion getting two or 


three hundred pounds before it is over.“ But he 


Was till un willing, to go without piſtols, ſo we 


concluded g 


A * 
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oncluded to buy a brace ; and at length he con- 
nted. Lord, lay not this fin to my charge 

28. At our firſt ſetting out, we met with Al- 
erman Rich's ſon, in Magdalen-lane, near his 
ather's houſe: I propoſed robbing him; but 


: Wones objected, there being a woman near: I ſaid, 
. & feared nobody, and accordingly attacked him, 


nd robbed him of a Pinchbeck-watch, a gbs. 
jece, a moidore, and ſome ſilver. As I was rob- 
ing him, he dropt his cane or ſtick, which I 
icked up and gave him, I likewiſe aſked him 
here he lived, and on his telling me at Mile- 
ill, I bid him go home and ſay nothing, for if 
e did, I would blow his brains out, We went 
om thence to Queen's-ſquare the ſame night, 
nd robbed Mr. Sheirclift of his watch and money; 
fter which I was going to rob a gentleman in 
he ſquare, at his own door, though Jones per- 
aded me to the contrary ; but before I could lay 
old of him, the door was opened, and he went 

and eſcaped my hands. The next day we 
ent to Du dowes, and attacked Mr. Waſ- 
orough of Henbury, who ſtruck me on the 
ead with the butt-end of his whip, and wounded 
e, whereupon I fired at him: The ball went 
hrough his great coat, but happily did him no 
urther harm, for which I can never ſufficiently 
ank God. I went then to a pond, and waſhed 
e blood off my face, and then we rode off for 
riſtol, and went to Jones's lodging, where after 
had waſhed my face again, and gotten a plaiſter 
or my head, I propoſed to go out again on foot.z 
ut Jones abſolutely refuſed, ſaying he was ill. 
lowever, I was reſolute, and ſwore I would 
ave ſome money that night (ſo. was 1 hyrried 
'n by the devil!) and accordingly went by myſelf 
o College-Green, and robbed a gentleman of a 
ourning-ring and ſeven ſhillings. When J 
ad done, I returned to Jones's lodging, wills 
rave him half the money, leaving my piſtols Wn 


Enn 


him, I then went to the Bell in Broad-ſtreet tog 
enquire for lodging. Being aſked from whence 
1 came, I immediately replicd, from Weſtbury; 
not in the leaſt imagining I could be ſuſpetted i 
from that circumſtance. But Gop is wile, and 
here he meant to ſtop me ſhort in my career. [ 
was ſuſpected to be the perſon who attacked Mr, 
Waſborough on the Down, and more ſo from « 
drop of blood that was left on my face, notwith- 
ſtanding I had waſhed it twice,—By what ſmall 
means can God bring great matters to light, 
when he ſees proper, when at other times much 
ſtronger circumſtances eſcape unobſerved. —To 
por an end to all doubt, while I was here Mr. 
Vaſborough himſelf came in, who had been] 
ſearching after me, and charged me with the rob- 
bery. Being ſearched; and powder and ball 
found upon me, I was then committed to Bride- 
well, where, being ſearched again, there was 
found upon me Mr. Sheirclift's watch, the 
mourning-ring, and the gb s. piece. Seeing no 
15 of getting clear of the charge, I thought 
had better declare: the whole of the matter, and Þ 
accordingly I impeached poor Jones, who was 
taken the next morning in bed, with the piſtols 


z1ocket. We were afterwards both 


to Newgate.—.l ſhould here obſerve the reaſon 


why the things could not be found upon me the“ 
firſt time I was ſearched ; they were concealed in © 
a private pocket, many of which every common 


highwayman has about his cloathes, 


29. From this ſhort narrative the world may inf 
ſome. meaſure conceive what a continued courſcÞ 
of villainy and wickedneſs my whole life has been. 
—[nnumerable acts of Drunkenneſs, Rioting, 


Diſobedience to Parents, Blaſphemy, Perjury 
ming, Theft, Injuſtice, Revenge, Rebellion, 


Murder, Trealon, Fornication, Adultery, Risen): 
Impiety,. 
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at his bed ſide, and Mr. Rich's watch in his! 
| examined] 
fore the Mayor of Briſtol, and by him committed Þ 


on 


mpiety, Ingratitude, Sabbath-breaking, Gaming, 
and of every other vice, have crouded the ſhort 
pace of my evil thirty years. They may ſee how 


3 
32 
8 
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d indefatigable ] have been, compaſſing ſea and 

id land, running all hazards, and daring every danger 
i 


to ſerve the devil, and, without a miracle of grace, 
Eto make my own damnation ſure : — In all my 
© dangers, how hardened and unconcerned ; in all 
h- my deliverances how unthankful to my great 
all preſerver ; and in all my villanies and impieties, 
it, how ſhameleſs {tubborn and remorſeleſs! And 


ch {now muſt not every man that thinks at all, be 


To C aſtoniſhed that ſuch a Caitiff ſhould live upon the 
Ir. earth, and every good man adore the wonderful 


en goodneſs of God, who hath ſpared ſuch a monſter . 


b. of iniquity to make him a happy example of his 
all amazing love and free mercy to undeſerving ſin- 
de- ners !—Of his great goodneſs towards me in bring- 
ras ing me to a ſenſe of myſelf, and his love to me in 
he I Chriſt Jeſus, I ſhall now give ſome account, to 
no] the glory of his grace.—lI am ſenſible how ready 
ght {the giddy, thoughtleſs part of mankind are to 
nd ridicule things of this nature: but whether they 
vas will hear, or whether they will forbear, I will, 
-ols in ſimplicity and the fear of God, declare what 
his He hath done for my ſoul: and I pray God it 
ned may be bleſt, to the converting or ſtrengthening 
ted of every one that ſhall hear thereof! 

ſon E go. When I was committed to priſon, I was 
the very heavily ironed and cloſely confined in the 
d in condemned room, it being apprehended, that LI 


non] being a ſtout, ſturdy, refolute perſon, might find 
means to make my eſcape, Surely the all-wiſe 


y in Providence of God over-ruled in all this affair : 
urſe for had J robbed Mr. Waſborough, I muſt have 
den, taken my trial at Glouceſter, where I had in all 
inc, {probability been deſtitute of ſuch ſppritual helps, 
y, has I have met with at Briſtol : this and my being 
ſo cloſely confined here, is ſuch an inſtance of 
God's peculiar care over me, as I ſhall have reaſon 


( 24 ) 


to praiſe him for to all eternity. Hereby I hi am 
the opportunity of refletting on my paſt miſcoiſiſſo loo 
dua, and the converſation of ſome religioMou!. 
friends, uninterrupted by the reſt of the priſonerYefo! 


Indeed it was many weeks after my impriſonme! 
that I came to any ſerious reflection: for thoug 
I had ſome ſudden fears of death ſtarted up in m 
mind, attended with ſome ſlender remorſe of cor 
ſcience, yet they were not laſting, partly throug 
my quenching thoſe motions of God's ſpirit, N elt: 
vertheleſs, Jeſus Chriſt the good ſhepherd, , wh; 
came to ſeek and fave the loft ſheep, ſtill purſued my 
though I ran from him, and I was often alarme 
with the thought, Lord what will become of 1 
ſoul ?—T am a dying man, and have made no prep 
rations for another world. Such alarms woulWuita 
ftartle me and ſtir me up to prayer; but when Wray 
began to pray, the devil would perſuade me I wat Sc 
ſuch a ſinner, that it was impoſſible there coulYolt 
be mercy for me, and it was therefore in vain fond 
me to pray: and believing theſe ſuggeſtions, Mou 
would ſometimes put off all thoughts of return@Fom! 
ing to God, £ Iwo 
31. Thus went I on a while, ſometimes willincaſc 
to return to God, if I thought there were hope de 
of being accepted; ſometimes concluding therWngi 
were not, determined to make the moſt I could enſe 
the little time I had. But on FEaſter-TueſdayFold 
March 31, as ſoon as I aroſe, I was ſo terrified iiſhe u 
my conſcience I could get no reſt. I knew no Ol 
what to do. I longed for ſome good Chriſtian tiny 
adviſe me, but knew not whom to ſend to. Thvith 
agonies of my mind encreaſing more and more, ore 
thought to eaſe myſelf by reading a little: accordi 
ingly I took up the Common-prayer-book, in 
which I read, and ſometimes prayed on my knees 
the priſoners that lay in the room with me being 
all gone out.) While I was in this diſtreſs of 
ſoul, and as I was reading, according to my wiſh, 
a Woman came to the window, ſaying, My friend, 
= | De 1 an 
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a am glad to fee you fo well employed: J am not come 
ſcoſſſo look at you, but to ſpeak to you for the good of your 


gioſßhul. She had not ſpoken many words more, 
ner{efore I was cut to the heart, and had I not given 
merſſ{way to my diſtreſs by a flood of tears, my heart 
oug}uſt have burſt. As ſoon as I was able to an- 


n nflwer her, I could not forbear crying out, © I am 
coifßhe vileſt ſinner upon earth; I have been guilty 
ougſdf all manner of wickedneſs,” She told me, if I 
 NeWelt the burden of fin, I was the very perſon for 
whvhom Chrift died; at which news I was alittle 
d nSefreſhed, and for that time ſhe left me. After 
rme@Fhis ſhe came to me every day, with others that had 
7 ulike care for my ſoul, and gave me ſuch advice, 
repips they ſaw I ſtood in need of, and ſang hymns 
'0ulWuitable to my condition, and joined in fervent 
en Prayer for me, and directed me to proper portions 
[ wadf Scripture. —Al this time the conviction of my 
Yoſt ſtate ſank deeper and deeper into my ſoul, 
And I made an open confeſſion of ſuch crimes as 
PVould have touched my life if the fact I was 
turnKommitted for had not. On Friday, April g. 
wo chriſtian friends coming into my room, at a 

caſonable time, (for I was in the utmoſt diſtreſs) 
deſired them to pray with me :—As we were 
nging a hymn, I began to.tremble under a deep 
Jenſe of the wrath of God, I was all over in a 
ay Fold ſweat ; every nerve in my body ſeemed to 
ine unſtrung, and I interrupted them, crying out, 
Oh! what a ſinner am 1 !—1 have no need of 
Iny other trial; I am guilty; I have enough 


ThAvithin me to condemn me, and when I come be- 
re, More the Judge, I will plead guilty, for I dare 
hot tell a lie.” Oh! what terrors of conſcience © 


Mid I undergo for five days together ? Such as no 

ongue can utter nor pen expreſs. Yet amid{t 
Bll, I was at times ſupported by a ſmall gleam of 
iſtant hope. Glory be. to God ! who laid no 
ore upon me, than I was able to beer. 
32. Hor, vigilant is the devil over the ſouls of 
ep to deſtroy them! While I was ruſhing on in 
he broad way to eternal perdition, I never con- 
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cerned myſelf about the Scriptures, whether they | 
were true or falſe ; but as ſoon as I began to read 
and ſcarch them, immediately he began to aſſault | 


me with his fiery darts. 
How do you know what you re 
the ſcriptures. 


you know the ſcriptures are true? God here gave 
me to know the voice of the tempter, and I replied, 


Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is God's word, 
But neither yet did he 


and 1 will believe it. 


As I was reading in 
the Common Prayer Book, he ſuggeſted to me, 

0 is true ? 1 
thought, ſurely it was true, for they were good 
men that made the book, and it was taken out of 
He retorted upon me, How do 


S 5 1 


leave me; for afterwards he took another method, 
perſuading me it was time enough for me to re- 


pent after ſentence, or two or three days before 
my execution. But J repelled him ſaying, Be 


gone, Satan, for I have been thy Servant too 


long; I will ſerve thee no longer. 


33- On Saturday night, the 4th of April, my | 
conſcience was ſo alarmed as I lay in bed, that 
my ſleep departed from me, and I was ſeized with 
J felt a perfect hell in my 
I was all over in a ſweat with terror, 1 
trembled to that degree that I ſhook the bed 
under me: I roared for the very diſquietude of 
my heart. At laſt, being no longer able to con- 
tain myſelf, I broke out, I am loſt and damned 
for ever. I fat up, and waked all the priſoners in 
the room, and deſired them to join in prayer for 
God reward them, 
and ſhew mercy upon them all!) In this condition 


inexpreſſible horror. 
ſoul. 


me, which they did: (may 


I continued all the reſt of the night, 


On Sunday morning, as ſoon as it was day, 19 
roſe and went to prayer, but ſaw no manner of 
I continued reſtleſs, miſerable, and de- 


hope. 


ſ ering, till about noon, when, concluding my- 


ſelf pa 


muſt periſh, I will reſign myſelf wholly up to | 
the will of God. But nevertheleſs, as I was to | 


die, I thought I would learn a form of prayer, 
wherein to commend my ſoul into the hands of 


5 , 
* — 


, 
: A 
ou 


God | 


all hopes of mercy, I thought, ſeeing I | 


my ſoul. 
diſtreſs was taken away. 
removed, and 1 was filled with inexpreſſible joy. 
ZI no longer feared death; 1 loved God, and L 
longed to be with him, Had the cart conte that 

day to take me to execution, I ſhould have gone 


% 


with infinite pleaſure. 


Holy Ghoſt, 


e 


Emmy ſpirit! Lord, one ſmile, 
word of comfort for Chriſt's ſake, 
makes a ſeparation between my ſoul and body, 
let nothing ſeparate between Thee and my foul 
Ito all eternity.“ As I read and pondered on theſe 
words, I found hope ſpringing up in me, that 
od had ſtill a love for me, and would receive 
| I believed, and in a moment all m 


Cod at the place of execution; and accordingly 
I began to read the dying petitions of Thomas 
Savage, which were theſe ; ** Lord Telus receive 


Good Lord, one 


Tho? death 


The load of guilt was 


In the tranſport of my 


mind I cried out, God hath forgive me all my 
Z fins; He hath given me his Holy Spirit in my 
Z heart, and I am quite eaſy, 
is here wrought in five days! I that could ſo 
lately murder a man for his money, could now 
give away all that I have. I then, with a willin 

heart and hand, diſtributed the little money I had 
among my fellow-priſoners ; which I mention, 
not boaſtingly, but to magnify the grace of God, 
Z which inclined my heart not only to do this, but 
ten thouſand times more 
in my power, 
34. This exce 


Oh ! what a change 


for his fake, had it been 


- ſs of joy continued with me for 
7 ſome time; at length I found a ſweet calm peace 
fink down into my ſoul. 
Zed, my heart was changed, and I abhorred my 
former courſe of life. 


My paſſions were allay- 


For this amazing grace, 


C 2 


Not unto me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto thy 
name be the praiſe ;—for not by works of righteouſneſs 
Z which I had done [O God thou knoweſt] but 
according to thy mercy thou haſt ſaved me, by the 
= waſhing of regeneration and t 


e renewing of the 


N hz 
— 
as ' 
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+ Of Him that did ſalvation bring, 
I could for ever think and ſing : 
Arile ye guilty, he'll forgive; 
Ariſe ye needy, he'll relieye. 


| Was | 
- Aſk but his grace, and lo! 'tis gen; all 
Aſk, and he turns your hell to heav n. ort 


Tho? fin and ſorrow pierc'd my ſoul, 

Thy balm, O Jeſu ! made it whole,” 
35. After, by the grace of God, this bleſſed 
change was wrought in me, upon hearing one off 
the priſoners ſwear, his word ſeemed like thunder! 
in my ear, and I was thrown into ſuch an agony, 
for grief, to hear the name of God blaſphemed, 
that I fell down on the floor, and all my fleſh Loc 
Jeemed to be parting from my. bones; ſo bitterWy | 
Was ſin to me now, in which I took ſo great de- ng 
light. And whenever I ſee any, wanton beha · ou. 


* 


vviour among the men and women priſoners, L am av. 


filled with ſuch abhorrence as I am not able toſſtan 
expreſs. And perhaps in this thing I. ran to anſſſWhe: 
extreme; but ſo it is, I e {fight Wor 
of a woman, ,unleſs I know them to be ſuch as gon 
fear God. I would now have given any thing in e 
the world to recall the letters I ſent, in.order toWep 
petition for a reprieve, not only becauſe I would put 
not now live, but as being heartily ſorry I ſhould he 
thus endeavour, to 2 upon the goodneſs. of tc: 
fuch worthy perſons.—Yet, that I might not pre- ſhe 


-- ſume, the evening before my trial, I was ſhewn lis 


my own weaknefs, and how unable I was of my- me. 
ſelf to maintain that grace I had received; and Lo 
that Jeſus, who is the Author, is likewiſe the Con- the 
tinuer, as well as Finiſher of faith. As I Was 
talking with one of ſome temporal concerns, I Wor 


found a miſt come aver my ſoul, and the preſence pu 
of God was fomewhat hid from me. I deſired my {# 
friend to leave me immediately, for I was in a 


reat agony. Being left alone, I fell on my 
neces before God, and with ſtrong crying and hu 
tears made ſupplication to him, till he reſtored to {Wet 
F his countenance, which he did in 


> 


vs - 


efſed 
ne off 
So 
zen), 
med 
fleſh] 


Jitter 


t. dle · 


eha · 
le to ; 


o an 


ſight 
h as 


ig in 
er to 
uld put now 1 rely only upon God. Had I died 
hen I had gone to hell, and been damned to all 

Eternity ; but now I am ſnatched as a brand from 

e- Whe burning, and my ſentence will be pleaſing, 

lis Lordſhip then atked me: If I did not expect 
mercy, by pleading. Guilty, 
Lord, I expect no mercy from man on this fide 
he grave. 
Fear what man can do unto me. 


mew him favour, 


King and Country. 


( 29 ) 


26. On Friday, April 10. the trumpet gave 
ſolemn, pleaſing found, to call me and the reſt 
my fellow criminals, to the bar of juſtice, It 
L:; to me as a welcome voice from heaven, and 


filled my heart with joy to think I ſhould 
| Portly be there. 
Knowing myſelf worthy of more than one death, 


When I was put to the bar, 


determined, as I had done before, to give the 
burt no trouble, but to plead guilty, and addreſſed 
e Judge nearly in this manner: 
My Lord, 

« I am called 'by the name of Jackſon, but I 
eſire to be indicted by the name of Nicholas 
{ooney, for the other eis a fictitious name. And 
y Lord, I beg I may have the liberty of ſpeak- 

a few words before I am arraigned, to let 
our Lordſhip know, That I am the man who 
ave drawn Jones into theſe unhappy circum- 
tances, and hope your Lordſhip: will therefore 
My Lord, I have been arraigned 
or my life before at the Old Bailey, and was 
onvicted; and the cart came to the door to take 
e to execution; but I was reprieved. I then 
lepended altogether upon the favour of friends ; 


I rephed, No my 


The Lord is on my ide. I do not 
I defire to die, 
or I have not only- committed many robberies, 
put have been a rebel, and fought againſt my 
His Majeſty's clemency to 


e I have abufed, Till within thefe few days, 


I neither knew 'what 1t was to fear or love God, 


dut now I know both, and I know that God is 
econciled to me, and has for n me all my ins, 
and I am content to die. 

37. The next day I was ealled to the bar 
C 3 again, 


630) 


again, to receive ſentence of death, which 1 dit 
with the utmoſt calmneſs, my ſoul being kept al 


not 

the time in ſweet peace and full of love. I heil 1 h 
again addreſſed his Lordſhip much to thif 1 0 
purpoſe; | elſe 
My Lord, reſt 

« Permit me again to intreat for John Jone 1 
whom I have drawn into this trouble. - As fo 8 
my own part, I have committed many robberie Oh 
and been a rebel againſt my King, and havY Ih 
wronged my country by coining money, for nat 


which I can never make the public reſtitution; ble 
therefore I am content to die as I deſerve.— And ine 
I pray God to bleſs every one to whom I have are 
done any wrong. And if there be any gentlemen Ge 
of Briſtol here, whom I have injured, I aſk then tt 
forgiveneſs, and eſpecially Mr. Waſborough, do 
he then ſtood by me] whom I attempted to e 
murder, but God ſaved him, for which I can 
never praiſe him enough..-My Lord, I only on 
deſire three Sundays, and then I am willing ta of 
launch into eternity. And I hope when I come be 
to the place of execution, that God will open my Pe 
mouth to warn all to flee from their wicked fir 
courſe of life. I pray God to bleſs your Lordſhip] de 
and the honourable Court, and the Lord Jeſus m 
receive my foul. ee ee 

38. After condemnation I wrote letters, one th 
to the poor creature who is now with child by xi 
e another to a gentleman who had been t 
formerly my friend, part of which, for ſpecial 0! 
reaſons, I think proper here to fubjoin, KF V 


Briſtol, April a4; 1762“ 


« Righteous is the Lord, and juſt are his judg- 
ments: His hand hath at laſt overtaken me : his 
hand of juſtice to cut ſhort my life, and his hand 
of mercy to ſave my ſoul, You for one can 
_ witneſs to the juſtice of my ſentence, Were it 
in my power, I would gladly make you and 
every one clic amends, whom I have ever injured 
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I di in their goods, perſons or credit ; but ſeeing it is 
pt alf not, I hereby aſk you forgivenels for the wrong 
her 1 have done you; and I truſt that God, to whom 
thiß 1 owe this duty firſt, and you, and every one 
elſe, will accept my willing mind to make full 
reſtitution. e F 
I am too apprehenſive what you have to under- 
go on my account, not to be concerned for you - 
Oh! that I had ſufficiently confidered this before 
I had brought you into this trouble -The ſhame 
naturally attending. your circumſtances, the trou- 
ble conſequent thereon, the flight of friends, the 
indignity and reproaches of an ill-natured world, 
are all grievous to be born: but yet I hope that 
God, who comforts and ſupports me under my 
trials, in a manner I am not able to expreſs, will 
do the fame for you. Put your truſt in him and 
you ſhall never be confounded,  ._ 555 
On Wedneſday fortnight, or as ſome tell me, 
on Friday ſe'nnight, I am to be delivered out 
of the miſeries of this ſinful world. Glory 
be to God thro' Jeſus Chriſt, He has given re- 
pentance and remi ſſion of fins to me the worſt of 
hnners. Ile has taken away fin the ſting of 
death, and I am prepared to meet my Saviour and 
my Judge. Let my example encourage every 
inner to break off his fins and come unto God 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, pleading nothing but his me- 
rits and their own guilt, and he will freely forgive 
them: but let none preſume on the long ſuffering 
of God, for he will ſurely viſit their iniquity 
Vith a rod and their fins with ſcourges. 
As a dying man I give you this advice: Give 
wourſelf up wholly to God, pray to him con- 
tinually, and never reſt till you have ſecured an 
intereſt in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt. © Live in his 
fear, and you, as I truſt I ſhall die in his favour, 
Inow commend you to God's grace and almighty 
protection, and requeſt your earneſt prayers For 
il © Your dying Friend and Well-Wifher, © 
eos MOONEY.” 
8 . . «Pleaſe 


* 


* a Lus 


6 


& Pleaſe to communicate theſe lines to Mr. B-ht, 
with my due reſpetts,” 8 | 

« Sir, 7 | | | 

«© Before I die I take this opportunity of 
acknowledging your kindneſs to me in time paſt. | 
Oh! that I had deſerved it, for then I had not 
brought myſelf into theſe unhappy circumſtances : i 
But God is wiſe, and ſeeing I would not hear 


his voice and leave my wicked life, he gave me 


up to my own heart's luſt, and permitted me to 
fill up the meaſure of mine iniquity, that in me 


at laſt might be ſhewn the ſeverity of his juſtice, 
and riches of his mercy. You took me, the moſt 
abandoned wretch, for an honeſt man; and as | 


ſuch you kindly and generouſly recommended me 
where I might have done well. It is my own 
fault I did not, On Friday fe'nnight I am to 
meet the fate my crimes have juſtly deſerved. I 
deſerve not only death but hell: to the former, 
man hath doomed me; from the latter Chriſt will 
ſave me. Of this I have ſich a firm hope in 


myſelf, being aſſured that God is reconciled to | , 
me, (oh! the riches of his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus) ri 


that my priſon is a palace, my chains are as orna- 


ments, and I am quite happy. I hope every one 


will pray for me that my faith fail not. 
J am, longing for death, and in firm expectation 
on a glorious refurrection to eternal life, ; 
| Your much obliged and dying Servant, | 
Briſtol, April 44, . NICHOLAS MOONEY.” 
"543 "KBS 1 0 Ben en os | 
309. About eight days before I was to be execu- | 


ted, one came to me and told me, a clergyman f 


the Romiſh church would willingly attend upon 
me, if 1 choſe it. I told him, I did not chuſe it 
for having renounced the errors of that corrupt 
church, and experienced the truth as it is in Jefus, 


I will die a member of the church of England. 


40, A day or two after, I ordered my coffin 
and ſhroud to be made, that I might have them. 
in my room ſome time before I died, that I might 
by 3:3 4} 41 244 Ix. . 
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his way try my faith, and ſee how firmly I could 
Þear the fight of this ſhrine of death. While the 
offin maker was meaſuring me, I found ſweet 
ompoſure of ſoul, and a comfortable ſenſe of 


4A 


od's preſence; and it was no little pleaſure that 
ſt. 1 ſaw this repoſitory of my mouldring relicks 
ot brought into the room, This was provided for 
s: ne at the expence of a friend; and here it is my 
ar eſire my earthly remains ſhould reſt, that the 
ne Mfliction of my relations might not be aggravated 


Dy the diſpoſal of them any other way; though 
Father than an oath ſhould be ſworn, a blow {truck 
pr any diſturbance made, whereby, God ſhould be 
pffended, after I am dead, I am content to be 
Snatomrzed, hung in chains, or that my clay ſhould 
de any way diſpoſed of. l 7 

On the Sunday before I was to die, a friend 


n 
to propofed our going in a coach to execution; but 

1 told my; fellow-ſufferer, | As our crimes have 
r. een public, let us be public examples: Let us be 
iii een of all, that all may take warning. God will 
in 


l 1 us. We do not know what good we may 
do by being expoſed in a cart. I had like wiſeſa 
Friendly vifit Mr. Waſborough, and Mr. 
Sheirclift, which gave me no ſmall. ſatisfaction. 
ZAnd that day I received the bleſſed facrament. It 
pas indeed a feaſt of love, a feaſt of marrow and 
fat things. My ſoul fed on angels“ food, and I 
gate the bread of heaven. I have been fince tried 
many ways, by ſome out of love, by others out of 
ſtrife and contention; but J found that promiſe 
of my Saviour true, The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghoſt—ſhall teach you all things and bring all 
u- things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid 
of unto you. And ſo it was; for I had Scripture 
m brought to my mind, to ſtrengthen me againſt 
t thoſe that oppoſed, which I had read, but per- 
pt haps not ſo much as thought of for many years. 
s, On Monday I was again abundanaly refreſhed at 
the facred ordinance. Several times have I re- 
in {MR ecived the Sacramemt before, but never till I 
m. ¶ took at here,, did I knOo What it was ſpiritually to 
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reward; yea I have already the earneſt of my 


has greater. reaſon, and none ought more to 


impertinent company, and my earthly troubles. Þ 


attend me and my fellow-priſoners, or my chriſtian Þ 


„ 
a „ » 
* 4 
* 
op 


(34 5) 


eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink hiWMut f 
blood. On Tueſday night, W. Cudmore, whiWns 
was condemned to die with Jones and me, found be: 
means to get off his irons, and had begun to breai# wou 
priſon, but was diſcovered. But had all theWeady 
3 been ſet open, here would I have glory 
aid to meet the fate my crimes have deſerved, |Fo1lec 
Wedneſday, I kept a faſt to the Lord, took the Rnd I 
facrament, and attended at chapel." It was a day beck 
of refreſhment from the preſence of the Lord. Peck- 
Whoever adviſes me to the contrary, how can Inden 
but be confident of this which I feel in my ſoul ?Mecave 
Yea, tho' I am hereby branded with enthuſfiaſnÞgood 
and blaſphemy, I will, by: the grace of God, ion, 
hold faſt the beginning of my confidence ſtedfaſt ſhe f 
unto the end, for it hath great recompenſe of _ 
od 
inheritance. And what ſhould I do but praiſe Fomp 
God while I have breath, and magnify him on 0 fit 
this manner? ſeeing no ranſomed ſon of Adam fittet! 


invite his fellow-ſinners to come unto God by 

Jo Gl! cf 6.74 oi 
41. I ſhall now conclude. my whole account 

with obſerving, that at preſent I enjoy great peace 8 om 


amidſt all the noiſe of a priſon, the diſturbance of 
When. the feverend and worthy. miniſters that! 


friends that have for ſome time paſt aſſiſted me | 
with their ſpiritual advice, are praying with me, 
or finging hymns of prayer or praiſe to Almighty 
God, I. have ſuch a ſweet, feeling ſenſe of the 
preſence of God with me, that I am in a manner A 
raviſhed. therewith. May God reward them all] py 
a thouſand fold, for their kind concern for and ſpen 
watchful care over my ſoul, and every one eife and 
who hath been any ways a miniſter unto me for I b 
good: as ſuch JI account the perſons who took Iman 
me; they were meſſengers ſent from God to ſtop Nen 
me in the way of perdition, and to place me here, d | 
where I might find the way to heaven: I 1 at lo 
| Ga ut 
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hüßut [mile at my fetters, they are the chains my 
ho eins have more than deſerved, and I am willing 
nad bear them; if I could flip them from my legs, 
al would not: when I think of dying, my ſpirit is 


heſWeady to ſtart from my body, to anticipate the 
ve glory I expect: I could ſuffer my fleſh to be 
>d,|@oiled in oil, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake: 
he End I believe I ſhall put the halter about my 


Peck with more pleaſure than I put on a clean 

eck- cloth: And I truſt, though Satan may tempt, 

Band men oppoſe and revile, that God will never 

cave me nor forſake me, but having begun the 

good work in my foul, will carry it on to perfec- 
dd, ion, and perform it unto the end; and that from 
aſt Ihe fatal tree I ſhall mount up to the regions of 

of ſternal bliſs, to enjoy the glorious preſence of my 
ny {God and Saviour to all eternity, and with all the 

iſe Fompany of holy Angels and glorified Spirits, 

on Mo fing Hallelujahs to God, and the Lamb that 

um itteth upon the Throne for ever! Amen, 


-— 


to ewgate, April NICHOLAS MOON Ex. 
by 23, 1752. X 
[Some farther ParTicuLars relating to 


es. NICHOLAS MOONEY. 


an PHE night before he died, the executioner 
me came into the room and ſaid, Gentlemen, if 
je. You are not willing, I will not perform the office, 


un although I am come: At which Mooney took 
be him by the hand, and ſaid, My friend, you are 

ler Ja welcome man to me, 
all!! That night fix perſons ſat up in the room, and 
nd ſpent the time till midnight in reading, ſinging, 
land ſolemn prayer. At one the priſoners went 

o bed, and deſired the eighth chapter of the Ro- 

mans to be read to them, which being done, they | 

ent to ſleep, At three Mooney aroſe, and waſh- 

d himſelf, ſaying, + My wedding day is come ö 

1 Wat laſt!” Converſed cheerfully with his friends, _ 

ihe till | 


/ 
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till four, and then called up Jones and Cudmore, 
and all together ſpent about an hour in devotion, 
After this, Jones falling into a great agony as he 
ſtood at the window, reading in the Bible, retire 
to the bed, and ſeemed under fo great terror, 
that he had fainted, had not timely application 
been made; at which Mooney 1 55 hands, 
and rejoicing, cried. out, I bleſs God for this; 
More of my ſort of work; mine began in this 
manner.” When Jones came to himſelf, Mooney 
took him by the hand, ſaying, Come my dear 
Brother Jones, fear not; we ſhall take our flight 
above the clouds ſoon.““ 1 
One then aſked: Jones how he did? He replied 
«© My heart is ready to burſt ; and yet at the ſame 
time I find in me ſuch: rejoicing as if I had the 
whole world given to me. I was never ſo happy 
in my life. | e LE 
About 7 o'clock company. begun to flock in, 
and Mooney with the utmoſt cheerfulneſs teſtified 
to all the conſolation he felt from God. He then 
dreſſed himſelf in mourning, ſaying, © I hope 
this is no fin: I do it not out of vanity, but de- 
cencys No, no more of the Devil's works 


a> 


— 


for me 
About 8, his fetters were taken off; at which 
he ſaid, „Thus hath God taken off the chains 
of my fins.” He continued reading, praying, 
and ſpeaking to the people till he was called to 
the Sacrament at nine. = 
Among the reſt” he ſpake earneſtly to Dan, 
Biſhop, (who was condemned at the laſt aſſizes, 
but reprieved for tranſportation ;) and put him in 
mind how he had miſpent the time ſince his 
reſpite, and exhorted him to repent, and employ 
the remainder of his days to the glory of God. 
The fame he did to the perſon, at whoſe ſwearing 
he fell into that agony, mentioned above. To 
him he ſaid, Don't you remember how you 
grieved me by your oaths? How much more 
did you offend God? Oh ! for God's ſake, re- 
pent you of your fins before it is too late! Re- 
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member the words of a dying man!” Which 
made the poor wretch ſtand trembling and ſpeech- 
leſs. Sacrament being ended, the executioner 
entered put the ropes round the criminals necks, 


at which Mooney ſaid, Welcome halter! My 
caſe is almoſt like that of the thief on the croſs.” 
They all went to execution without their hats, 
and were raiſed aloft in the cart on ſeats made 
on purpoſe. . F | 
There were ſome who yet doubted, of his 
fincerity ; others ſaid, that it was all deluſion, 
and that they ſhould ſee a great alteration before 
he died, He replied, „I am only afraid I ſhall 
offend ſome, who, being ignorant of what 1 feel, 
will think 1 dic hardened ; for I verily believe I 
ſhall ſmile at the ſight of the gallows. Two 
friends where allowed to go with them in the 


cart: To one of them Mooney ſaid, I am al- 
moſt unwilling to part with you; I could wiſh. 


you were to go to Heaven with me, but not this 
way. —Only I am the more willing to part with 
you, for a little time, that you may bring more 
ſuch rebels as me to God! May he reward you 
for what you have done for me, In a little time 
I ſhall, I know I ſhall, meet you in Paradiſe,” 
When he ſaw the gallows, he ſmiled, ſaying, 


« Welcome gallows, I have deſerved thee many 


years,” „ 85 
When they drew up to the gallows, as the 
officers were beating off the croud, ſome of them 


ſwore ſeveral oaths, at which Mooney ſaid, “ It 
cuts me to the heart to hear God offended in this 
manner. Oh} Mr. Jones, what a wicked world 


we are. in, where they are always rebelling 


againſt ſo good a God!” Then lifting up his 
hands and 25 to Heaven, he ſaid, „Bleſſed be 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we are going to leave it . 


Does not your heart rejoice at it?” Jones 
anſwered with a ſmile, © I am glad at my heat 
I would not have a reprieve 
never ſo happy in my 
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the ground ef his happineſs, he replicd, « Tlie 


"thoughts of God's forgiving me my ſins,” At 
the place of execution, they all joined the miniſter 
in hnging and prayer; which done, Mooney 
-carneltly exhorted all to ke arti by him.— 
He then gave this printed narrative of his life to 
the Sheriff, and ſaid, * This was reviſed by me 
laſt night, and it contains nothing but the truth, 
and it is my deſire it ſhould be diſperſed abroad as 
much as poſſible, to ſhew my wickedneſs and 
God's goodnels, who has forgiven me all my ins.” 


He then added, O Sir, I cannot expreſs the 


happineſs I feel. There is more pleaſure in 
ſerving God one hour, than in a long life of fin. 
Oh! what | hath he done for ſo vile a ſinner! 1 
know Chriſt died for me, and the moment the 
breath is out of my body, my ſoul will be in 
heaven, I can from my heart triumph with the 
Apoſtle, and ſay, „O Death, Where is thy ſting; 
O Grave, where is thy victory?“ As the execu- 
tioner was Preparing to tie up Jones, he cried 
out, + Tie me up firſt; for 1 am the greateſt 
offender:“ defiring that no one would pull his 
legs, for that he was willing to ſuffer all the pains 


of Death.—The rope being fixed, he tried out, 


My ſoul is ſo full of the love of God, that it 18 
ready to ſtart out of my body; and in a few mo- 
ments I ſhall be at my Father's houſe.” The cart 
being drawn away, he launched into A happy 
eternity. It is remarkable, that he never ſtirred 
hand or foot, after he was turned off; but his ſoul 
Teemed to have willingly taken its flight, before it 
IA SOFT ß ee Rr 

His corps was conveyed in a heatfe from the 
place of execution to a friend's houſe in Temple. 
Niet. from whence it Was interred the Sunday 
Following in Temple-church-yard, in the preſence 


| of ſeveral thouſand people, | 
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